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above Jaldlpur. Arriant records that Alexander placec
running sentries along the bank of the river, at such distances
that they could see each other, and communicate his orders.
Now, I believe that this operation could not be carried out in
the face of an observant enemy along any part of the river
bank, excepting only that one part which lies between Jalalpur
and Dillwar. In all other parts, the west bank is open and
exposed, but in this part alone the wooded and rocky hills
slope down to the river, and offer sufficient cover for the
concealment of single sentries. As the distance along the river
bank is less than 10 miles, and was probably not more than
7 miles from the east end of the camp, it is easy to understand
why Alexander placed them along this line instead of leaving
them on the much longer route, which he was to march himself,
Another minor particular is the presence of a rock in the
channel by the river, on which, according to Curtius, one of
the boats was dashed by the stream. Now, rocks are still to
be found in the river only in Kotera, Meriala, Malikpur, and
Shah Kubir, all of which places are between Dildwar and
JaMlpur. The village of Kotera is situated at the end of a
long 'wooded spur, which juts out upon the river just one mile
below Dilawar. This wooded jutting spur, with its adjacent
rock, I would identify with the akfa, or promontory of Arrian,
and the petra of Curtius.* Beyond the rock there was a large
wooded island which screened the foot of the promontory from
the observation of the opposite bank. There are many islands
in this part of the Jhelam, but when a single year is sufficient
to destroy any one of these rapidly formed sandbanks, we can-
not, after the lapse of more than 2000 years, reasonably expect
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.    Curthis, Vita Alex., viii. 11, "Una ergo navi, quam petrae
fluctos illiserat, haerente caeterae evadunt".